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INTRODUCTION 



» 

The first coup d'etat in America took place on November 22, 
1963. The CIA organized and carried out the assassination of John 
F. Kennedy to change American domestic and foreign policy. The 
November 22 coup not only killed Kennedy, it killed the spirit that 
he represented. Soon America became involved in Vietnam and 
resources that could have solved many of our social problems were 
channeled elsewhere. Liberal Kennedy was followed by conservatives 
Johnson, Nixon, Ford, Reagan and Bush. For almost 25 years - with 
the exception of the Carter Administration - the problems of 
America were ignored. 

Beginning in the late 1950 's the real decision making in America 
was no longer in the hands of the President or Congress, but was 
with the Director of the CIA. Numerous covert operations, carried 
out without the approval of Congress or the President determined 
history's course. Due to the TOP SECRET nature of these operations, 
proving that they existed was not an easy task. 

CIA Officer David A. Phillips wrote: "Laboring to put together 
the whole picture in intelligence is usually like assembling a 
jigsaw puzzle from an almost infinite number of tiny pieces with 
the. hope that enough of the final mosaic will emerge to mean 
something." This book provides some of these ’puzzle pieces," and, 
since this book is available on floppy disc, it makes these puzzle 
pieces easily accessible. Hopefully, enough pieces have already 
correctly assembled to give the reader an idea of the complete 
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solution to the Kennedy puzzle. 

CIA Officer James Angleton, commenting on a Senate report on 
the intelligence community, stated that the release of the report 
was a disaster for the CIA. Asked why, he said: "The detail given 
away would allow the other side to triangulate and build up a 
chronology that's very deep." [Powers Secrets p 441 ] This is why the 
puzzle pieces have been assembled chronologically. 

Included are puzzle pieces whose significance currently remains 
a mystery. Perhaps newly released documents will indicate where 
they fit. 

WHO KILLED KENNEDY 

The Secret Life of Lee Harvey Oswald documents the fact that 
Oswald was an agent of the CIA and names the CIA agents involved in 
carrying out the Kennedy assassination. Some of these CIA agents, 
officials and operatives are still alive. This book flatly states 
that Richard McGarrah Helms, Everett Howard Hunt, Frank Anthony 
Sturgis, Daniel Lester Carswell and Jerry Patrick Hemming were 
involved the murder of John Kennedy. The author stipulates that 
these words are actionable. Will they sue this author? Not a 
chance! They are to bring this before a judge and jury. 

Because the CIA, functioning in its capacity as an intelligence 
agency, was behind the Kennedy murder, the CIA and Kennedy 
assassination are inextricably intertwined. 

The precursor to the CIA, the Office of Strategic Services 
(OSS), was the creation of New York lawyer Wi-lliam J. Donovan. 
Donovan began his career in intelligence in 1916 , as an accredited 
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representative of the John D. Rockefeller Foundation. {Hersh-OId 
Boys-p33] From 1935-1939 Donovan assessed Axis military 
capabilities as a private citizen. On July li, 1941 , President 
Roosevelt appointed Donovan Coordinator of Information (COI) . 

ALLEN DULLES 

in October 1941 Allen Welsh Dulles (DOB: April 7 , 1893) became 
the New York City coordinator of COI. His office was located at 30 
Rockefeller Plaza. The son of an upstate New York Presbyterian 
minister, Allen Dulles's maternal grandfather, John Watson Foster, 
Secretary of state under Benjamin Harrison in 1892-3. Robert 
Lansing, an uncle by marriage, was Secretary of State under Woodrow 
Wilson. Another uncle, John Welsh, was Minister to England under 
President Hayes. Dulles's background included ten years in the 
Foreign Service. After the World War I he joined the law firm of 
Sullivan & Cromwell in New York city where he practiced 
international law. Sullivan and Cromwell represented The Chase 
National Bank, Standard Oil of New Jersey* and other Rockefeller 
interests . it had invoked the power play which created the Panama 
Canal. In 1933 Dulles untangled a difficult lease problem for the. 
United Fruit Company, then picked-up at a timely moment a sizable 
block of stock in that embattled monopoly. [Hersh Old Boys p52] In 
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1948. in June 1948, the National Security Council adopted "NSC 
10/2," a directive authorizing a dramatic increase in the range of 
covert operations directed against the Soviet Union, including 
paramilitary activities. On September 1, 1948, the CIA's "Plans" 
or "Operations Division" surfaced with the formation of the Office 
of Policy Coordination (OPC) . OPC was Plans operational cover. In 
the winter of 1947 Allen Dulles was appointed a DD/P OPC. 

WISNER 

in October 1950, Hillenkoeter was replaced by General Walter B. 
Smith. Smith appointed Frank Wisner as Deputy Director of Plans 
(DD/P) for OPC. Wisner was born into a prominent Southern family, 
had been a law student at the University of Virginia and a member 
of the law firm of Carter, Ledyard & Milburn in New York City. 
After a brief commission in the Navy, Wisner was assigned to the 
OSS, where he became a black operator who worked inside Germany 
during the war. He also spent part of this time serving under Allen 
Dulles. From 1946-1947 Wisner was a partner in Carter, Ledyard & 
Milburn. On November 12, 1947, Wisner was appointed Deputy 

Assistant Secretary of State. As Deputy Director / Plans / OPC 
Wisner chose former OSS agent Richard M. Helms as his assistant. 

HELMS 

Helms was born in St. David's Pennsylvania on March 30, 1913. 

After college he joined the United Press in Germany where he 
interviewed Hitler. During the war Helms worked for Donovan in the 
OSS. In 1945 Helms and Dulles ran the Berlin OSS Station. In 1946 
Helms had joined the Central Intelligence Group and in 1947 he 
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became a Deputy Director of the CIA for Special Intelligence and 
Operations [Mader Who's Who in CIA p230]. Helms became Deputy 
Director (Plans) in February 1962. On June 18 , 1966 Helms was 

appointed DCI. 

FitzGerald 

Helms was succeeded as Deputy Director (Plans) by Desmond 
FitzGerald. FitzGerald path to the CIA began at Groton (he married 
the headmaster's daughter), Harvard, and OSS, where he worked in 
Southeast Asia. In CIA he began in the Far East operations, rising 
to the head spot in that division. In 1962 FitzGerald was appointed 
CIA Chief of Cuban Operations. In April 1965 Fitzgerald was 
appointed Deputy Director (Plans) . FitzGerald died on a tennis 
court in July 1967 and Helms Assistant Director, Thomas Hercules 
Karamessines, became Deputy Director (Plans) . 

KARAMESSINES 

Karamessines was born in New York on July 25, 1917. He attended 
Columbia University Law School, and served as a district attorney 
from 1941-42. Karamessines was in the OSS from 1942-1947. In 1951 
he assumed diplomatic cover and took a post in the U.S. Embassy in 
Athens. In 1954 he became a Special Assistant to the Assistant 
Secretary of Defense. He assumed diplomatic cover again in 1959, 
when he became Vienna's CIA Station Chief. Karamessines was 
appointed CIA Assistant Deputy Director for Plans in the. spring of 
1962 and Deputy Director (Plans) in July 1967. 

ANGLETON 

The Counter-intelligence component of the CIA was headed by 



6 



James Jesus Angleton. Angleton was born in Boise, Idaho, on 
December 9, 1917, the first son of an American father and Mexican 
mother. By age 26 Angleton was in the OSS Rome Station where he met 
Helms, Dulles and his future deputy, Raymond Rocca. He entered CIA 
at age 31 and by the time he was 38, he had become Director of 
Counter-intelligence, with Rocca as his Chief Deputy. [Mangold Cold 
1 Warrior Simon & Shuster 1991] 

Raymond Rocca had attended the University of California at 
Berkeley where he studied Facist Italy. He went into the analytical 
section of the Foreign Broadcast Intelligence Service, where he 
learned content analysis. He entered the OSS in 1943. Rocca met 
Angleton in August 1944 and became his executive assistant. Rocca 
remained in Italy until after the 1948 elections and was Angleton' s 
liaison with the Italian service until his own return to Washington 
in the summer of 1953. 

The outbreak of the Korean war necessitated an absorption of 
OPC by CIA. OPC personnel became part of the CIA's Plans division. 
In January 1951, Allen Dulles was appointed CIA Director of Plans 
(D/P) and Wisner was appointed CIA DD/P. Wisner and Dulles were now 
running the operational personnel in America's cold war against 
Communism. Every covert means available was employed to overthrow 
the Communists or prevent them from taking power, including 
assassination. By early 1952, the CIA as we know it today was 
functioning. 

In 1952 General Dwight David Eisenhower was elected President 
on an anti-Communist platform, advocating an aggressive stance 
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against the Soviet Union. Eisenhower appointed Allen Dulles as 
Director of the CIA (DCI) in February 1953. Frank Wisner became 
Director (Plans). Before Dulles's appointment, the CIA's Directors 
had all been from the military. Now CIA was being run by its 
operatives . 

Dulles worked closely with Charles Pearre Cabell, a four-star 
Air Force General, West Point graduate and former head of Air Force 
intelligence who came to the CIA in 1953, where he became an 
intelligence advisor to General Douglas MacArthur. In April 1953 
Cabell became a CIA Deputy Director. Cabell was a Texan from Dallas 
where his brother Earle, would eventually become the Mayor. [HSCA 
V4 pl53 ] 

In the early 1960 's the CIA was faced with the problem of Cuba. 

CARLOS PRIO & BATISTA 

Cuba had a long history of instability. Dr. Carlos Prio 
Soccarras was the President of Cuba from 1948-1952. Prio headed the 
Authentico Party. Shortly after he was elected, Prio built a $2 
million home - a remarkable feat, since his salary as President was 
$25,000 a year. But Prio was unable to control the other grafters 
in his government, and a steady deterioration in public service was 
accompanied by a severe tourism slump. The national crime 
syndicate, who controlled the Havana gambling industry, wanted Prio 
overthrown and ex-President Fulgencio Batista installed. 

Fulgencio Batista was born into poverty in 1901. At age 20 he 
became an Army stenographer, and penetrated the secrets of the Army 
staff. Batista controlled. Cuba from 1939 to .1944, when he was 
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forced to leave the island. He spent 1944-1949 in the U.S. In 1950, 
Batista ran, in absentia, for the Cuban Senate. He was easily 
elected, and returned to Cuba with Senatorial immunity that year. 
On March 10 , 1952, a small band of Batistanos entered Camp 
Columbia, a military fortress in the suburbs of Havana, ahd seized 
control. President Prio tried to occupy the Presidential Palace but 
Batista had it surrounded with an Army Garrison. Prio and his 
Minister of state, Anthony "Tony" Varona, fled to the countryside 
and eventually sought asylum in the Mexican Embassy; soon the pair 
fled to Miami. Prio was determined to regain power. In 1957 the FBI 
reported that General Rafael Trujillo, the dictator of the 
Dominican Republic, had allowed Prio to setup an exile training 
camp in his country. [F BI 109-430-1839] By i 958 the Military 
Attach* assigned to the U.S. Embassy in Havana reported: .'Many hlgh 
ranking officers (in Batista's Army, are not noteworthy for their 
military acumen, and it is generally known that they are more 
interested in the graft they are able to secure than in winning 
battles or skirmishes against the rebel forces." [FBI 109-l 2 - 2 i„- 
355J The rebel forces were those of Fidel Castro Ruiz. 

Fidel castro was the Cuban rebel leader who led an attack on the 
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party Masferrer went to. . .the Minister of the Interior and obtained 
permission to arm his men so that they could protect themselves. 
Masferrer stated it was untrue that he had a private army and that 
it is also untrue that he ever committed any personal atrocities, 
such as shooting helpless women and children." [FBI 100-344127 
4.21.59 - Miami] By this time Masferrer operated a chain of 
gambling casinos and was the editor of two newspapers. In August 
1958, the FBI reported that Masferrer and Marcos Jimenez Perez, the 
exiled President of Venezuela, had become close associates. 
Masferrer told Jimenez that he was "planning to take over the Cuban 
government when Batista fell." [FBI 100-344127 8.12.58 Miami] 

Several Central American dictators backed Batista in his 

attempt to eradicate Castro. 

THE SOMOZAS OF NICARAGUA 

The Somoza brothers, Luis and Anastasio, were the sons of 
Anastasio Somoza Sr. Somoza Sr. had been appointed Nicaragua's 
Minister of War in 1932. During this time, the United States 
Marines and the National Guard of Nicaragua joined in a long and 
bitter guerrilla struggle against a diminutive and extremely 
elusive revolutionary, leader, Augusto Cesar Sandino. Somoza Sr. 
offered Sandino safe conduct to Managua, then executed him. In 1935 
Somoza Sr. took over Nicaragua through a military coup and was 
"elected" President in 1937. He remained in o_f ice until 1947. From 
1947-1950, Somoza's handpicked subordinates ruled; and, in 1950, he 
reassumed power. 

In 1955, Somoza Sr. began to feud with President Jose (Pepe) 
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Figueres of Costa Rica. Somoza Sr. accused Figueres of "long and 
close association" with "Communist and other leftist elements in 
the Americas," such as Jacobo Arbenz of Guatemala and Romulo 
Betencourt of Venezuela. He also accused Figueres of plotting his 
assassination. Figueres charged Somoza with doing the same. 

Figueres was not a communist. In 1948, he had become provisional 
President of the Founding Civilian Junta of Costa Rica through an 
anti-communist coup. Figueres was elected President on July 27, 
1953. His major opponents were the Communists, in March 1959, 

Figueres visited Cuba and admonished Castro on the execution of his 
Political opponents. 

in September 1956, Somoza Sr. was assassinated because of a 
Plot by National Guard and Army Officers. Luis Somoza, who took 

over tor his father, clamed that the assassin was a Russian 
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DUVALIER OF HAITI 

The Duval ier regime began in 1957 and lasted longer than any 
other in Haiti's history. Of the 36 Presidents who preceded Papa 
Doc, 23 were either killed or overthrown. Duvalier remained under 
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without trial. Duvalier then ordered that all youth organizations, 
even the Boy Scouts, be disbanded. Under Duvalier, 90% of Haitians 
were illiterate, and were plagued with malnutrition and disease; 
per capita income was about a third of the Latin American average, 
and Haiti had the distinction of being the poorest nation in the 
Western Hemisphere. By 1961, the Kennedy Administration was fed up 
with Duvalier. He had used American aid to build "Duvalierville, " 
a complex of half-finished, rotting buildings. The United States 
cut its aid, which had amounted to $15 million a year to $1.5 
million. [NYT 4.23.71] 

TRUJILLO 

Rafael Trujillo was born on October 24, 1891. He joined the 
Dominican National Guard in 1918. The United States Marines were in 
the Dominican Republic at the time and Colonel Richard M. Cutts, 
USMC, sponsored Trujillo. In 1930 he was Chief of Staff of the 
Dominican Army and was elected President of the Dominican Republic. 
Truijllo remained in power until the day he was assassinated - June 
1, 1961. 

In January 1959 Castro seized power in Cuba. Some members of 
the CIA believed he was a communist as far back as 1948. By 1960 it 
became clear to the world that Castro was, in fact, a Communist and 
® agent of the Soviet Union. Russian Communism was now only 
90 miles from America. Castro had to be crushed and the red tide 
rolled back. In early 1954 General James Doolittle was asked to do 
a study of CIA covert operations. In 1955, he described the 
philosophy of the Plans Directorate to President Eisenhower: "It is 
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now clear that we are facing an implacable enemy whose avowed 
objective is world domination. . .There are no rules in such a game. 

Hitherto acceptable norms of human conduct do not apply... Vie must 

learn to subvert, sabotage and destroy our enemies by more clever, 

more sophisticated, and more effective methods than those used g 

against us 3 ." [Ambrose Ike p377] As a result, in the mid-1950's the 

CIA formulated numerous operations that required personnel who 

would discard normal standards of human behavior. This was where 

Lee Harvey Oswald fit in. 



President Kennedy stated: "We cannot, as a free nation, 
compete with our adversaries in tactics of terror, assassination, 
false promises, counterfeit mobs and crises." 
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